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Fort Myers/Naples Welcomes Green Memorial Reefs
Atlanta, GA – April 18, 2006 – Today, Eternal Reefs, the only company in the United States to offer underwater green burial at sea in an artificial reef ball, is proud to announce Ft. Myers/Naples, Florida as the site of the next memorial reef in the United States.  Eternal Reefs will create a Memorial Reef site in Ft. Myers/Naples that will enhance the marine environment and provide new habitat for fish and other sea life.  
Located on the banks of the Caloosahatchee River, Ft. Myers, Florida is the gateway to the Gulf of Mexico and serves as a popular vacation and retirement destination.  The Ft. Myers/Naples reef will become the sixth memorial reef location in Florida following Sarasota, Tampa Bay, Pensacola, Daytona Beach and Ft. Lauderdale.  
An Eternal Reefs “Memorial Reef” is an artificial reef made of eco-friendly concrete that contains the cremated remains of a loved one.  For families and individuals that choose cremation rather than burial, Eternal Reefs offers a new memorial option that replaces cremation urns and ash scattering with a permanent environmental living legacy.  Each individual memorial reef comes with a bronze plaque attached to the memorial reef and two memorial certificates.  The smallest reef is two feet high and three feet wide and weighs 400 pounds. The largest is four feet high and six feet wide and weights 4,000 pounds.  Expected to last 500 years, over 350 Memorial Reefs have been placed off the coasts of Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Maryland, New Jersey, Virginia and Texas.  
“So many individuals and families have wonderful vacation memories of Ft. Myers and Naples, said Don Brawley, founder, Eternal Reefs Inc.  “People want to do the right thing with their loved ones’ remains, and we’re honored to give these families positive closure in such a warm and nurturing environment.” 
To participate in the Ft. Myers/Naples Reef, Eternal Reefs must have your loved ones cremated remains by August 11th.  The Memorial Reef dedication will take place on Monday, October 9th.  
Cremation is growing dramatically in the United States with 678,092 cremations taking place nationally in 2002, about 27 percent of all deaths.  By 2010, the procedure may be included in 40 percent of funerals, according to the Cremation Association of North America.  An astonishing 45 percent of families that have chosen cremation still have the remains at home sitting on a shelf or in a closet. 

About Eternal Reefs Inc.

Eternal Reefs, Inc. is an Atlanta-based company that provides creative environmentally enhancing means to memorialize the cremated remains of a loved one. The only company in the United States to offer green burial at sea, Eternal Reefs incorporates cremated remains into a concrete mixture used to cast artificial reef formations. The artificial reefs are dedicated as permanent memorials while also bolstering natural coastal reef formations. Contact Eternal Reefs Inc. at: www.eternalreefs.com
